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len Ang °
Can One Say No to Chineseness? '
“ ”  Cultural China “ ”  trully on the

periphery
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William Yang

6 1954-

Chineseness
Chineseness

8 “What this metaphor emphasis is continuity over discontinuity: In the end, it all flows back to

the roots.”

“What makes Lee’s vantage point so interestingly contradictory is that while he places himself
on the margins of both ‘China’ and ‘America’, he does this from a position of unquestioned certainty
about his own ontological Chineseness and his (inherited?) proprietorship of ‘chinese culture’. Once a
Chinese, always a Chinese?”
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10 “This will allow diasporic subjects to break out o the prisonhouse of Chineseness and

embrace lives- personal, social, political- "more than as just a Chinese" (ouyang), to construct open-
ended and plural ‘post-chinese’ identities through investments in continuing cross influences of
diverse, lateral, unanticipated intercultural encounters in the world at large.”

“If I am inescapably Chinese by descentl am only sometimes Chinese by consentWhen and

how is a matter of politics.”
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Sandra Khor Manickam

21

2 “What I have briefly sketched here is the ‘identity of a history’ since these ‘facts’, rooted in
European social theories, philosophical ideas and classificatory schemes, form the basis of Malaysian
historiography. It is within this history that modern identities in Malaysia, such as ‘malay’ and
‘malayness’ and ‘chinese’ and ‘chineseness’, have been described and consolidated.”

2 Sandra Khor Manickam(2005)
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2 Sandra Khor Manickam (2005: 43) “Though the Malay is hardly ever a bigot in

matters of religion, he has the strongest possible objection to a Malay woman marrying or living with
a Chinese, and this is another of those matters which have caused a great deal of trouble in the

Protected Malay States.”
= Sandra Khor Manickam(2005:44) “...the leading characteristic of the Malay of

every class is a disinclination to work.”
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len Ang (1998). Can One Say No to Chineseness? Pushing the Limits of the
Diasporic Paradigm. Boundary 2, 25:3. Page 223-242.
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